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Miley Cyrus Is Top Teen Earner Among Richest Kids: Report 
Gil Kaufman | MTVnews.com 
Friday, May 2, 2008  

Some people are born into money, some luck into it, and then there's Miley Cyrus. According to 
the new issue of People magazine, the "Hannah Montana" star is on track to rack up $1 billion in 
"Montana"-related sales during the 2007-08 fiscal year, putting her at the top of the heap of teen 
superstars earning adult-style wages.  
 

But despite the $17.5 million she's expected to rake in from her sold-out tours (an estimated $1 
million a week from the $50 million in tour grosses), the $65 million her concert movie brought in 
and a seven-figure book deal for her memoir, the 15-year-old — who topped the teens two weeks 
ago on Parade magazine's "What People Earn" list — isn't likely to go on a shopping spree 
anytime soon. Her mother told the magazine that much of the earnings go to an investment fund 

the singer/actress can't touch until she turns 18. "At the end of the day, she doesn't have much left," Tish Cyrus said of 
her daughter's walking-around money. 
 

Other kids on the list splurged more, like the Jonas Brothers, who used some of the $12 million haul from their tour with 
Cyrus, album sales, merchandise and appearances to buy new computers and a diamond-encrusted Chopard watch for 
their mom. Brother Nick, 15, also has a passion for shoes, dropping $1,550 on a pair by John Lobb, though the brothers 
do give 10 percent of their earnings to his charity, the Change for the Children Foundation. Some stars are on a tighter 
leash, like Oscar-nominated "Little Miss Sunshine" star Abigail Breslin, 12, who gets a weekly $11 allowance, despite 
pulling down an estimated $2 million a movie. What does she spend her money on? American Girl dolls and, of course, 
Jonas Brothers CDs. 
 

Things aren't quite as tight for "Ugly Betty" star Mark Indelicato, 13, who gets a whopping $50 a week to spend on 
computer games and clothes (and Kiehl's and Clarins skin-care products to avoid breakouts), a drop in the bucket 
compared to his estimated $460,000 annual salary on the hit show. Other moneymaking teens on the list include "Two 
and a Half Men" star Angus T. Jones, 14, and "Everybody Hates Chris" star Tyler James Williams, 15, who both bank an 
estimated $1.2 million per season on their hit sitcoms. Precocious "War of the Worlds" star Dakota Fanning, 14, can get 
as much as $4 million for her big studio pictures, but does not get an allowance at all because, as she told Barbara 
Walters, "My parents want me to help because I want to." 
 

Some graduates of the teen machine aren't doing too bad, either. According to the magazine, the three "Harry Potter" 
series stars are rolling in dough, with headliner Daniel Radcliffe, 18, expected to earn $50 million from the final three films, 
and Emma Watson, 18, and Rupert Grint, 19, each getting $4 million per "Potter" film. "High School Musical" has been 
good to Vanessa Hudgens, 19, and Zac Efron, 20. Hudgens banked $2 million in 2006, in addition to securing a number 
of major endorsement deals, and Efron was paid $3 million for the third "HSM" movie. 
 

Then there are the kids who were born into it, like Microsoft founder Bill Gates' three tykes, 12-year-old Jennifer, 8-year-
old Rory and 5-year-old Phoebe, who are the heirs to a reported $58 billion fortune, and "Star Wars" creator George 
Lucas' teenage son Jett, 14, and his two older siblings, who will share their dad's $3.9 billion empire.  

 
1. In paragraph form, identify the primary sources of income, which contribute to Miley’s financial empire.  

 

2. In the language of Algebra, an equation is the basic number "sentence" or a mathematical expression that 
contains an equals sign. Create and solve an equation to solve the following scenarios: a) the number of weeks 
of Abigail Breslin’s allowance to purchase six pairs of John Lobb’s; b) the difference between the sum of three 
weeks of Miley’s tour earnings and the quotient of Mark Indelicato’s annual salary and Vanessa Hudgens’ "High 
School Musical" money; c) A number n times three increased by Dakota Fanning’s big studio picture earnings 
equates to four times number n decreased by Tyler James Williams’ per season income; d) Rupert Grint’s age 
multiplied by 1/9 the sum of Zac Efron, Jett Lucas, and Emma Watson’s age. 

 

3. Daniel Radcliffe has $725 in his possession composed solely of five and twenty dollar bills. There are five more 
twenties than fives. How many bills of each kind does he have? 

 

4. Phoebe Gates reaches into her change purse which reveals $22.65. Phoebe quickly realized that she has 11 
more nickels than quarters but is desperately searching for the total number of coins. Explain.  

 

5. Jett Lucas has a grand total of one hundred thirty nickels, dimes and quarters. He has three and a half times as 
many nickels as dimes, and one-half as many quarters as dimes. How much money does he have? 

 

6. Upon completion of this assignment, how far have we progressed through the 2007-08 series of The Daughtry 
Times®? Express your answer as a fraction, decimal, percentage, and pie chart. 

 

7. Complete The Daughtry Times® “Writing Guidelines” checklist on all questions requiring a written response. To 
ensure compliance, neatly label each component adjacent to your paragraph. 

 

8. Complete The Daughtry Times® “Preliminary Reading Guidelines” checklist prior to reading the passage and 
clearly identify each essential component of the article (title, keywords in italics, etc.). 

 

9. Using contextual clues only, explain the meaning of the italicized words: fiscal and encrusted. Additionally, use 
each word in a sentence to demonstrate further comprehension.  

 

10. In paragraph form, explain at least five legitimate and educational purposes behind The Daughtry Times®. 
 


